
FROM: Shopping Centre Security Initiative Co-ordinator CGC Crime Prevention Programme 
Consumer Goods Council of South Africa 
 
We have been informed that there is about a million Rands worth of R200 fake notes in Lesotho coming out here.The first 
have arrived and are being sold locally.The following is the way in which they can be identified. Please pass on to all that 
need to know. 
 
Please note that the counterfeit notes do respond on the UV on both the R200 reflection and the fiber. They are very 
good. Herewith scanned copies ς Please note the UV will not help!!! 
 
Please note the top note is the counterfeit note; The second (middle note) is the old R200 South African note. The bottom 
note is the new South African R200 note with more security features. 
 
The easiest way to identify the counterfeit note with the naked eye is as follow: 
 

a. On the left bottom corner just above the five (5) brail dots there is a round little circle with a rugged edge. On the 
real note inside this circle the green and orange is clear round little thin lines. 

¶ On the counterfeit notes 
on the green half, the 
lines are smudged and 
not clear on the outer 
side just before the 
rugged edge.  

¶ On the orange side the 
orange overlaps and goes 
over the rugged edge. 
Please note on the real 
note the little lines within 
this circle will not 
overlaps or go over the 
edges but is exactly on 
the inside at the exact 
same distances. 

b. On the right bottom of the 
leopards head, there is a 
green little flower. 

¶ On the real note there is 
again small fine lines 
drawn within the flower 
and its little leaves. 

¶ On the counterfeit notes 
the green flower's leaves 
does not have the green 
lines but the leaves are 
almost fully green. 

¶ Please note it must be 
small lines all the way 
through the flower 

 
For the purpose of verification with 
magnifying glass: 
 
On the right hand side of the 
leopard's head there is brown little 
lines. If you take a magnifying glass it 
should very clearly read: South 
African reserve bank. On the 
counterfeit notes with the 
magnifying glass this is not readable. 


